
“There’s a group that sponsors supervised trips,” said 
Susan Rusinoff, who is training with Saunders. “He’s been 
saving up his money. We helped him get his ticket and 
get on the plane.” Independence of Portage County offers 
residential and support services to 150 individuals with 
developmental disabilities on a given day. 

For people with disabilities, the staff there is their 
family, counselor, supervisor, friend and caregiver. Rob-
ertson teared up when she recalled taking one gentleman 
camping with her on the weekends. Others run errands, go 
shopping at Walmart and spend holidays together. 

“They’re way more like us than anyone knows or 
understands,” Saunders said. “We introduce them to our 
family members and people come with prejudices about 
them and they meet them and they’re always like ‘oh, that’s 
not what I thought.’” The only difference she’s noticed in the 
past 20 years about the clients she’s worked with is “they 
don’t stress about the things we stress about and they don’t 
have a filter.” 

Rusinoff, who started as a mental health therapist in 
Ravenna and then worked with autistic children, has 
always had a passion for people with disabilities. “I’ve 
always been the kind of person that people with disabilities 
were drawn to,” she said. “Some people are just not 
comfortable with certain populations, but for those of us 
that’s always been a part of who we are.” 

March is national Developmental Disabilities 
Awareness Month. Portage County Board of DD provides 
a host of services and support, including employment, day 
programming and caretaker services.
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Besides looking and talking a little differently, Brent, 
Bruce and Justin are like everybody else. 

On Wednesday, the three friends with mild intellectual 
disabilities who live together in a house in Ravenna met at 
a bowling alley in Kent. Justin Gill, 25, wants to qualify 
for the Special Olympics next week. 

Gill, who works at United Disabilities Services in 
Twinsburg, said he was living with his grandmother before 
moving in with the others in 2015. “The main purpose is 
for them to live just like everybody else,” said Deb 
Robertson, a residential support supervisor. 

Bruce Szabaga, 72, was living by himself in 
Garrettsville, but as he got older Cynthia Saunders, his 
service and support administrator, helped him find a 
home. “I was skeptical because Bruce is a little older, but 
they’ve meshed very well,” Saunders said. Since they met, 
they’ve gone to concerts, wrestling matches and even to 
Graceland. Szabaga loves Elvis. “They’ve become good 
friends, almost like brothers” Rusinoff said. “They tease 
each other, get mad at each other and make up.” 

All three receive community employment, 
programming and caretaker services through the Portage 
County Board of Developmental Disabilities. Szabaga goes 
to the Coleman Adult Day Service program in Ravenna. 
Brent Kirkland, 37, works at McDonald’s in Streetsboro. 

“It’s important for him to be out and involved in the 
community,” Robertson said. “Instead of being secluded, he 
can give back to the community.” 

Kirkland, who has worked at McDonald’s for 20 years, 
said he just went on vacation to Atlantic City where he saw 
John Cena and gambled. 

The following article by Kelly Maile, Reporter and Lisa Scalfaro, 
Photographer, was published in the Record Courier on February 16, 
2018.  We thought this should be printed in the Expressions 
newsletter as we head into DD Awareness Month.
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Linda Ferlito, 2017 Earl and Mary Lohr 
Community Services Award Recipient

The Portage County Board of Developmental Disabilities (PCBDD) 
presented the 2017 Earl and Mary Lohr Community Service Award to Linda 
Ferlito at the December 2017 Board meeting.

Linda is the coach of the Portage Kent Special Olympics for the past 24 years 
at Kent Roosevelt High School. She began the team after volunteering for one 
year and decided that the Kent Roosevelt High School students with special 
needs needed a school team. Linda started the team with only six athletes and it 
has since grown to 25 athletes. Often even after the athlete has graduated from 
Kent Roosevelt, they chose to remain on the team. The Portage Kent organization 
has both a swim team and a track and field team. Linda collaborates with the high 
school varsity team in which both sport teams volunteer and host a sports clinic 
for the Special Olympic athletes. At each clinic, there are approximately 40 varsity 
athletes participating.

One of the most powerful recognition Linda established is that once an 
athlete has met specific qualifications, that athlete receives a Varsity Letter and 
proudly wears the Varsity Jacket to school, just like any other school athlete. 
Linda will also nominate a senior athlete to attend the high school Leadership 
Conference with other Kent Roosevelt juniors and seniors. In addition to this, 
Linda with a local church, the Special Olympic team assists with the church's 
Thanksgiving Dinner as well as many other events. This collaboration gives 
the athletes the experience of "giving back" to the community. Linda is always 
looking for ways to help the Special Olympics athletes be successful, on and off 
the competition venue.

She teaches the athletes to never give-up. She tells them that hard work 
always pays off and if one way to do a task does not work, as a team, they find 
a way to get it done. She challenges the athletes to do their best. She expects 
the team to be on time and show up for all practices, which Linda teaches that 
this is important to use in their everyday life.

Linda exemplifies the award by her caring and wonderful heart. She 
missed her son’s college graduation because there was a very important meet 
that day—because that is the way she is.

Client Bill of Rights 
Annual Notification

The Portage County Board of DD is 
required annually to provide each of its 
consumers with a copy of the client Bill 
of Rights and the Board’s Procedure 
for Administrative Resolution of 
Complaints. These documents are 
provided to consumers at their annual 
planning meetings.  Additional copies 
may be obtained at the PCBDD 
administrative office, on the at website 
at www.portagedd.org or  by calling 
the Board office at 330-297-6209.

“Where, after all, do universal 
human rights begin? In small 
places, close to home - so close and 
so small that they cannot be seen on 
any maps of the world. Yet they are 
the world of the individual person; 
the neighborhood he lives in; the 
school or college he attends; the 
factory, farm, or office where he 
works. Such are the places where 
every man, woman, and child seeks 
equal justice, equal opportunity, 
equal dignity without discrimination. 
Unless these rights have meaning 
there, they have little meaning any-
where. Without concerted citizen 
action to uphold them close to home, 
we shall look in vain for progress in 
the larger world.”

  Eleanor Roosevelt
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Sequoia 
Wellness 
Center 

NEOMED    
Rootstown

3rd Annual Portage County 
Parent Council 5K Race and 
1 Mile Fun Run & Walk 
sponsored Parent Council 
for Portage County DD

Please mark your calendars for 
the 3rd Annual Portage County Parent 
Council 5K Race and 1 Mile Fun Run 
and Walk sponsored by Parent Council 
for Portage County DD!  This year it will 
be held on Sunday, June 3rd at the 
Sequoia Wellness Center at NEOMED 
in Rootstown.  All details are on 
RaceRoster.com.  Please sign-up as 
soon as possible to make ensure a free 
race day t-shirt and other free items!

Basketball Shootout Winners: 
Kathy Wagar, Jackie Menge, Judy Overton, John Messer, 
Branden Golden, Preston Leventry, Jim Folan, Michael Mohan, 
Dave Sabo, Chris Jones

Special Olympics Swimming – Columbus:
Carly Domres – 2nd 25 M Backstroke and 3rd 50M Freestyle
Shanna Gentile – 3rd 25M Freestyle and 1st  25M Backstroke
Lucas Neer – 1st 25M Backstroke and 3rd  25M Freestyle
Kathy Wagar – 2nd 100M Freestyle and 2nd  200M Freestyle

Annual Carnival 
Moved to October

The Annual Carnival held at Happy 
Day School in April will be moved to 
October 2018.  Date and time to be 
determined.
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Fix The List
The “Fix The List” campaign is 

underway.  The effort to fix Ohio’s 
broken waiver waiting list will create 
a system that is more transparent, 
less confusing, and more consistent 
in how Ohio and county boards of 
DD manage and allocate limited 
waiver resources.  For the most 
up-to-date information, please visit 
www.FixTheList.info.  You may 
also view the video “the Waiting List 
is Broken” at www.facebook.com/
FixTheList.

Celebrating 34 Years!
Congratulations to Dawn and Ron 

Stewart who will soon be celebrating 
34 years of marriage.  Both work at PI 
Inc. They have very strong work ethics 
and enjoy wearing matching shirts.

Kelly Butler
Vice President

1st Term Expires 
12/31/18

Carol J. Fruscella
Board Member

1st Term Expires 
12/31/20

John Gargan, Jr.
Secretary

2nd Term Expires 
12/31/20

Cheri Michael
Board Member

2nd Term Expires 
12/31/21

Michelle Sahr
President

1st Term Expires 
12/31/20

William Tarver
Board Member

1st Term Expires 
12/31/21

Thank You to all the Board Members for your dedication, 
commitment, contributions, and their valuable time to 

serve the organization, community and most importantly 
the beneficiaries of our services and supports.
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The Portage County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities (Board) held their 2018 Organizational 
Meeting January 31, 2018.

The Board scheduled the 2018 regular meetings 
at 5:00 pm on the third Wednesday of the month 
except for July—no meeting is scheduled.

ETHICS COUNCIL:
 Chair:  Mr. John Gargan  
 Member: Mr. William Tarver  
 Member: *See note   

COMMITTEE:
Finance/Human Resources
 Chair:  Ms. Cheri Michael  
 Member: Ms. Kelly Butler  
 Member: *See Note   
 
Program/Policy/Residential
 Chair:  Ms. Carol J. Fruscella 
 Member: Mr. John Gargan  
 Member: Ms. Cheri Michael  

Transportation/Facility
 Chair:  Ms. Kelly Butler  
 Member: Ms. Carol J. Fruscella 
 Member: Mr. William Tarver  

Administrative Resolution of Complaints
(will only meet upon a beneficiary appeal) As per Policy 4.49
 Chair:  Mr. John Gargan   
 Member: Ms. Kelly Butler  
 Member: Ms. Cheri Michael 

*Note: Upon appointment of the seventh Board Member by the Probate Judge, the open 
committee assignment will be assigned to that member

Roller Skating Fun 
for People with Disabilities 

and Their Families!
Wheelchairs, Walkers, Crutches, Canes 

and Shoes permitted on the rink.

NO FEE, Free Skate Rental, 
Refreshments Provided!

          
   

     
Unskating Party

Springfield Lake Roller Rink
1220 Main St. Lakemore, OH 44250

Contacts:
Sandy Craft: scraft@sepirates.org

Christina Matthews: christina.matthews
@fieldlocalschools.org

Kelly Butler: kelly.butler@esc-cc.org

Directions: 
Rt. 224 to Canton Rd/Rt. 91 South, go 1/4 mile. 
Turn right on Springfield Lake Dr., follow road to rink.

WEDNESDAY
April 25, 2018
6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

Port – 
Summit 
Rotary

OFFICERS:

2018 PCBDD Organizational Results
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2606 Brady Lake Road
Ravenna, OH 44266-1657

March/ April/ May 2018
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March 21, 2018  Board Meeting 5:00 p.m. Dennis M. Coble Administration Building
March 26, 2018 – April 2, 2018  Spring Break – Happy Day School Closed
March 28, 2018 – April 2, 2018  Spring Break – Agency Closed
April 3, 2018  Programs Resume
April 18, 2018 Board Meeting 5:00 p.m. Dennis M. Coble Administration Building
May 16, 2018 Board Meeting 5:00 p.m. Dennis M. Coble Administration Building
May 28, 2018 Memorial Day Programs Closed
May 29, 2018 Programs Resume


