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August 29, 2018  First Day Students Happy Day School

September 3, 2018  Labor Day   Programs Closed

September 4, 2018  Programs Resume

September 19, 2018  Board Meeting 5:00 p.m. Dennis M. Coble Administration Building

October 17, 2018  Board Meeting 5:00 p.m. Dennis M. Coble Administration Building
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330-297-7261

Board Office:
330-297-6209

Fax: 330-297-1202

Website: www.portagedd.org

Business Office:
330-297-8989

Service & Support  
Administration:
330-297-4100

Family Support 
Services Program:
800-237-6828

Transportation:
330-297-6462

Adult Services:
Portage Industries
7008 State Rte. 88
Ravenna, OH 44266-9134
330-296-2839
Fax  330-297-8994

Children’s Services:
Happy Day School
2500 Brady Lake Rd.
Ravenna, OH 44266-1698
330-678-2400
Fax 330-673-3714

PCBDD 
Emergency Number
330-678-7559
 
PCBDD does not discriminate in 
provision of services or employment 
because of handicap, race, color, 
creed, national origin, sex or age.

The Inclusioneers, a nonprofit organization that helps 
solve engineering challenges for individuals with 
developmental disabilities, and University of Akron 
biomedical engineering students recently teamed up to 
create an adaptive fishing pole for 6-year-old Ravenna, 
Ohio resident Paxton Hemberger. (Inclusioneers)

AKRON, Ohio - Six-year-old Paxton 
Hemberger loves to fish. But mild spastic 
quadriplegia, a severe form of cerebral 
palsy, makes it impossible for the Ravenna 
boy to handle a fishing rod without help.

So, Paxton's mother, Christina 
Matthews, set out to find a solution.

"I was doing my own research to try 
to find something that would be best for 
Paxton," Matthews said Wednesday in an 
interview with cleveland.com. "I kept running 
across equipment for someone who has use 
of one arm. But for Paxton, things are a little 
bit more complicated and complex."

Then, she spotted something on 
Facebook about the Inclusioneers, an 
Akron-based nonprofit organization that 
helps solve engineering challenges for 
people with developmental disabilities, and 
reached out to the organization for help.

The organization, with the help of 
University of Akron biomedical and civil 
engineering students and mentor engineers 
from local businesses, have made a range 

of adaptive devices for kids in need. 
Inclusioneers volunteers work closely 
with the Summit County Developmental 
Disabilities Board and physical therapists to 
adapt devices, such as bicycles and Power 
Wheels vehicles, to each kid's abilities and 
limitations -- a process which takes many 
months.

The Inclusioneers held an orientation 
meeting for Paxton's fishing pole project in 
January, and University of Akron biomedical 
engineering students Walid Abahashim, 
Ally Chamberlin, Emily Popio, Elizabeth 
Scheatch, Jalal Jwayyed and Jake 
Eshelman signed up for the team.

The students worked with Inclusioneers 
founder Mike Firtha and mentor engineers 
Heather Demor and Bernie Shocklee over 
five months to create an adaptive fishing 
pole for Paxton. Their innovations included 
mounting the pole so it wouldn't need to be 
held and adding a battery-powered motor 
that would allow Paxton to reel in the line 
bypushing a button.

University of Akron Engineering Team Creates 
Adaptive Fishing Pole for Boy with Cerebral Palsy
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THIS IS SELF ADVOCACY
Kudos to the following who 
advocated for themselves:

Joe P. came to the Changing 
Faces of DD meeting with a list of 
questions about Special Olympics.

Christina M. let her SSA know that 
she didn’t like her day program and 

asked to change and is now working 5 days a week at the program of her 
choice.

Breanna B. was shopping and the cashier told her she wasn’t allowed to 
have candy.  Breanna called the manager, who apologized, told her that 
he fired the cashier for the way she treated her and sent her coupons. She 
also had a problem and needed to use the restroom in a restaurant. The 
bathroom was not accessible. She asked to speak to the manager,  and the 
manager gave her access to the employee restroom.

Shawn H. always comes to his annual meeting prepared with a list of 
topics he would like to discuss.  Shawn takes the time beforehand to talk to 
staff about them so that he is better prepared for his meeting. Shawn runs 
his own meeting.

We are excited to tell you that the Portage County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities now has electronic signatures available. You will be able to sign 
documents on a computer or a phone. This will save everyone time and it 
makes the signing process much easier!

If staff needs you to sign a document, you will receive an email from Sign-
Now.  The subject of the email will be (staff)@portagedd.org Needs Your 
Signature.

In the body of the email, click Open Document and your default internet 
browser will open. Click on the box that says Get Started, then click on the 
box that says Guide Me. 

In the first signature box, you can either draw your signature or type your 
name and pick a signature. If there are several places to sign, SignNow 
automatically takes you there. If there are additional signature boxes, simply 
click Add to sign. Lastly, click Done to complete signing the document. The 
completed document automatically goes back to staff. 

If you are not comfortable with this procedure, just let sender of the email 
know and other arrangements will be made to get your signature.

If you have questions concerning electronic signatures or using 
SignNow, please contract IT Manager, Gary Slapnicker, at 
330-297-6106.

...Fishing Pole continued from page 1

Making a box to house wires 
and parts for the pole presented the 
biggest obstacle because it came in 
direct contact with Paxton's knees, 
Abahashim said. The team used 
a 3D printer to create multiple box 
prototypes in an effort to find the right 
design -- a process which took weeks, 
according to Abahashim.

The team presented Paxton with 
the adaptive fishing pole, which was 
donated by the Summit Sportsman's 
Association and Miller's Rental, at a 
pond in Ravenna last week. And 
Paxton promptly caught a fish.

"It was absolutely amazing," 
Matthews said. "This gives him a little 
bit of extra independence. We usually 
have to guess what he wants and 
you could tell he was so happy -- he 
just kept hitting the switch and he was 
able to do it on his own."

The experience has made a 
lasting impact on Abahashim, who 
said being part of the project solidified 
his desire to be a biomedical engineer.

"Having this experience made me 
understand I have the ability, the 
power to change other people's lives," 
Abahashim said. "This is what I want. 
I want to have that life where I can 
go out, and that same smile I saw on 
Paxton, see that on others as well."

Want more Akron news? Sign up 
for cleveland.com's Rubber City Daily, 
an email newsletter delivered at 5:30 
a.m. Monday through Friday.
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      Cheryl Logan was recently honored at Goodwill’s 
Celebration of Champions awards ceremony. Cheryl 

came to Goodwill’s Kent store in June 2011.  She has three grown children 
and two grandchildren that she adores. Cheryl has overcome many setbacks 
in her life, including an alcohol dependency - she is 3 years sober and 
counting! Prior to getting sober, Cheryl had poor health and therefore poor 
attendance.  She avoided working, did not want to learn new tasks and had 
difficulty maintaining focus. Since improving her health, she has perfect 
attendance most months and is happy to come to work - always with a smile. 
      Today she is learning how to read and count, she enjoys presorting and 
putting out the accessories.  Her ultimate goal is to work as a waitress and we 
are sure she will get there. 
      The Kent team 
enjoys working with 
Cheryl and they 
appreciate how she is 
willing to help 
wherever needed 
with no hesitation. 
Congratulations 
Cheryl on all you 
have accomplished!

Goodwill Industries Honors 
Employee Cheryl Logan

Pictured with Aaron Smeiles is 
Jody Guerini, HSC Instructor

Student Recognized 
at Awards Ceremony

Congratulations to Aaron Smeiles 
for receiving the Outstanding Student 
Award for Maplewood Career Center’s 
Hospitality Service Careers Program. 

A Down Syndrome Joy Walk will 
be held on  September 29, 2018 from 
11:30 to 5:00 p.m. at Sunny Lake in 
Aurora. The link to get more 
information about the walk is: https://
www.downsyndromejoy.com/get_
involved

Walk for Down Syndrome
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In Memoriam
Our sincere condolences go out to 

the family and friends of Scott McNeil, 
Glenn Petrasko and Diane Gray, 
retired employee of the PCBDD 
Transportation Department who 
passed since the last edition of 
Expressions was issued.

2018 Annual Benefit Golf Outing Highlights
The 27th Annual Benefit Golf Outing was held at Windmill Lakes Golf

Club in Ravenna on July 24, 2018. The event was co-sponsored by Portage
Industries, Inc., Dick McNeil and Pinnacle Metal Products. Golfers were
provided lunch and dinner, ‘goody bags’ with featured products from L’Oréal
and a prize at every hole to test their golfing skills.

Thank you to all of the golfers, donors, hole sponsors, and volunteers 
for making this another successful year.

PCBDD Superintendent 
Discusses Issues with 
State Representative

Portage County Board of DD 
Superintendent Gina Brown met in 
Geauga County with Representative 
Sarah LaTourette (R) - District 76 
and Don Rice, Superintendent of 
the Geauga County Board of DD to 
discuss state funding for DD 
programs, community transportation, 
and the ongoing statewide shortage 
of direct service professionals.

Pictured left to right, Don Rice, Superintendent 
of the Geauga County Board of DD; Gina 
Brown, Superintendent of the PCBDD; and 
State Representative Sarah LaTourette.
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Parent Council is an organization of families, consumers, and all com-
munity members willing to support DD Board eligible consumers with recre-
ational, educational and advocacy services.  After over 50 years of action our 
next endeavor is to have a gym which can be used for sports and community 
gatherings in central Portage County.  Our third annual BUILD A GYM, BUILD 
A LIFE RACE was held June 3, 2018.  It was a wonderful success and all are 
looking forward to next year.  

The gym is closer to a reality since we are partnering with another 
community agency that is incorporating a gym into their long term 
development plan. Please join us at our regular meetings to obtain 
more information and provide input as this plan becomes a reality.  

Parent Council meets at 6:30 pm on the 2nd Monday of each month.  
Meetings are open to all.  The next location will be at Reed Memorial Library 
in Ravenna on August 13, 2018. Membership in Parent Council is $3.00 for an 
individual and $5.00 for a family.  It is an exciting time to be part of this organi-
zation.

Our next planned event is Saturday, October 13, 2018 at Happy Day 
School.  It is the NEW Harvest Festival with games, prizes, cake walk and 
vendors.  The time is 11am to 3pm.  All are welcome.  If anyone would like to 
volunteer or have a table for selling their goods, please contact Parent Council 
at Parentcouncil@gmail.com or call Annette Dowling at 330-297-0302.

In December, Parent Council will be sponsoring Santa’s Secret Shop.  
Please look for flyers.

Please visit the PCBDD 
Booth at the 2018 Ravenna 

Balloon A-Fair on

Please stop by and see us!

Expressions Newsletter 
Going Digital in 2019

The Expressions Newsletter will be 
going digital in 2019!  Look for more 
information about this in the next issue.

Mark Your Calendar!Parent Council for the PCBDD 
Build a Gym, Build a Life Race
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Support Fundraiser for Portage County Special Olympics
The Portage County Special Olympics is participating in the 2018-19 Acme Community 

Cash Back Program which begins August 9 and runs through December 29, 2018.
The Special Olympics Program will  earn 5% CASH BACK on all purchases of Acme 

Fresh Market Store Brands!
Drop off your receipts in the specially marked box in the lobby of Happy Day School, 

PCBDD Board Office or PCBDD on Rt. 88  or mail to: Special Olympic Coordinator, 
7008 St. Rt. 88, Ravenna, Ohio 44266.

Thank you for your participation.

SUPPORT 
Our Organization!
SHOP !

IT’S EASY! 
1.  Buy store brands at your local  and save your 

register receipts from August 9, 2018 – December 29, 2018. 
Invite your friends and family to save receipts!

2.  Place your receipts in our collection box by January 11th.

EARN 5%  
  

On These Acme Fresh Market Store Brands:

Help Our Organization  
EARN 5% CA$H BACK!
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Hello! Thank you for showing interest in our event. Below you will find a 
list of compliances to follow for individuals to be registered for the event. 
This our first annual ‘homecoming dance’ for individuals with special needs, 
16 years old or better. This event is FREE to these individuals and their 
attending caretakers.  This event has been created and will be hosted by the 
Delta Chi Fraternity of Kent State. This event is one way in which we can 
help the community and serve, as well as make a great impact on the Greek 
and Kent State community by fostering interactions with the amazing folks in 
the special needs community.

The event will be held on SEPTEMBER 29TH, 2018 (Saturday) from 
7-11PM. The ballroom balcony of the student center will be reserved which 
can be reached by two elevators that will be primarily used, so wheelchairs 
are no issue! The exact address for the Visitor parking lots are: Kent 

Student Center, 1075 Risman Drive, Kent, OH 44242. There will be plenty of ushers to direct you and lead you 
to the correct location in the student center. All parking is free on the weekends! 

Music, lights, food and drink will be provided. Pizza or Chipotle, finger foods, fruit, water and other various 
drinks and snacks are what to be expected. No pureed or ‘mechanical soft’ food will be provided, but some softer 
choices will be available.  The following are the before-said compliances in which each attendee must fall under 
and attending caretaker must be aware of before registering. HOWEVER, we are leaving this up to the good 
discretion of the caretaker.

Please fill out the Dance the Night Away Registration Form at the following link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1eaJxyymj1Gqjpt9QVuaC-2dlMU2bKPWJmDBXsgMo41I/viewform?edit_requested=true

Please complete the entire form, and submit a response for each attending individual!

	Individual must be 16 years or older, some special 
cases may be accepted

	Individual can be ambulatory or utilize a wheelchair.
	Individual must have a lower need for personal care 

as space in limited and bringing supplies 
 for care may be difficult
	Individual must not have a fragile medical status, 

or be ill for the time of the dance to protect others 
attending

	Individual must not have any behaviors that are 
damaging to them, others or their environment (use 
your discretion!)

	Individual must be able to eat and drink the 
 provided food or pack their own snacks, OR for 

those so inclined, caretakers may bring pumps 
 for “G-tubes”, again, use your discretion on what is 

possible.
	Individual(s) must have one or more attending 
 caretakers or parents at a ratio that is most suitable 
	Individuals must not have any frequent history of 

seizures, or seizures brought on by flashing lights, 
music or crowds.

If you have any further questions feel free to email, call or ask to meet in person:
Aaron Cline, Delta Chi Community Service Chairman

P: 330-931-7904  •  E: aaroncline16@gmail.com  or  acline14@kent.edu


